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January 17th, 2021 10.30am. 
 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Service of Spiritual Communion  

via Brookdean Benefice Facebook page  

or link on www.forestchurch.org.uk 
 
 

The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 

Hymn 
The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel! 
 

They lookèd up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

http://www.forestchurch.org.uk/
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This star drew nigh to the north-west: 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 
full reverently upon their knee, 

and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
who hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

Cornish carol, possibly 18th century  

adapted by MICHAEL PERRY (1942-1996)  T  First Nowell   

 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a 
people as his own. Let us confess our sins. 

cf Titus 2.11-14 

 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned 

against you and against our neighbour in thought and 

word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve 

you in newness of life to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 

 

 
Prayer of Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 
for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
 
 

The Collect 

 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the 
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the 
renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

A reading from the first book of Samuel. (3.1–10) 

The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. 

The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not 

widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that 

he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God 

had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 

Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 

and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 

and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 

But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ 

So he went and lay down. 

The LORD called again, ‘Samuel!’ 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 

called me.’   

But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 

LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. 

And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 

called me.’ 

Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 

Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 

you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”’ 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, 

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 

And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if You lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have born my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them, 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide, 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? 
 

Words: Dan Schutte,     T. Here I am, Lord 

  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
We have seen his star at its rising,  
and have come to pay him homage. 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (1.43–51) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 
He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.’ 

Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 
Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 
‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 
Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.’ 

Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 
And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 

Son of Man.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Address 
 

 
The Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

The response to,    Lord of glory 
                            hear our prayer. 
 
and at the end,      Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 
The Peace 
Christ is our peace. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation. The old has passed away: behold, everything has 

become new.     2 Corinthians 5.17 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
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Hymn  
Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
great David's greater Son!  
hail, in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free, 

to take away transgression,  
and rule in equity. 
 

He comes with succour speedy 
to those who suffer wrong;  
to help the poor and needy, 
and bid the weak be strong;  

to give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light,  
whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 
 

He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth:  
before him on the mountains 
shall peace, the herald, go; 
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 
 

 

O'er every foe victorious, 
he on his throne shall rest; 
from age to age more glorious, 
all-blessing and all-blest: 
the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever,  
his changeless name of love. 
 

James Montgomery (1771-1854)      T  Cruger 

 

 

Gracious God, accept the offering of your Church, the hearts of 
your people joined in praise and thanksgiving, in the name of 

Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and 

everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and 

eternal God. 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty 

creator, ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son 
our Lord: for at this time we celebrate your glory made present 
in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi the King of all the world was 
revealed to the nations. In the waters of baptism Jesus was 
revealed as the Christ, the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine the new creation was revealed at the 

wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to 
proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of 
praise: 
 

       Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We recall the Last Supper,  
and acclaim the mystery of our faith.  
 
 

Great is the mystery of faith, 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again: 
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The prayer continues and leads into the doxology,  
to which we respond, Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us,  
 

     Our Father,  
     who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread.  
 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults  

you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly,  
day by day.  Amen. 
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Open to God’s loving presence around us and within us we keep 

silence for our own act of spiritual communion. 

 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, 
 ‘I am with you always’.  
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you.  
Hear my prayers for others and for myself,  

and keep me in your care. Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread 
of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of 
your glory may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
Eternal Father,  
we thank you for nourishing us,  
may our communion strengthen us in faith, 

build us up in hope, 
and make us grow in love; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Hymn  
Come down, 0 Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;  
0 Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

0 let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing:  
true lowliness of heart, 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 

And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling;  
for none can guess its grace, 

till he become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
 

Discendi,amor santo BIANCO DA SIENA (d.1434) translated by RICHARD 

FREDERICK LITTLEDALE (1833-1899)     T  Down Ampney 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Blessing 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 

and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

Common Worship: Holy communion Order One 
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